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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Education 
 
2006  Doctorate of Philosophy in Urban and Regional Planning 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
 
2006-  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health & Scholar (Post-doc) 

             2008 The University of Michigan, Dept. of Epidemiology, School of Public   Health 
 
1999    Master’s of City Planning  in Regional and Economic Development      

University of California at Berkeley 
 
1997  Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 

University of California at Berkeley 
 

 
Academic Appointments 
 
2007- Assistant Professor, University of California at Berkeley, Department 

of City and Regional Planning.  Specializations: community and 
economic development, regional planning, urban health.   

 
 
Employment and Research Experience 
 
2006-2008:   Robert Wood Johnson Health & Society Scholar, University of Michigan 
 Research fellow at the Center for Social Epidemiology and Population Health  

(CESPH) where I am conducting research in the area of community health and  
health disparities. 
 

2002-Present: Policy Analyst—FutureWorks LLC   
Conduct research and analysis on issues pertaining to health and workforce 
development, urban policy, and regional and economic development. 

 1



  
2000-2002: Researcher—Telecommunications Cooperative Research Project 

Exploring ways in which telecom cooperatives can generate economic 
opportunities and revenues for low-income individuals and communities.    
  

2002: Consultant—AmeriCorps*VISTA Community Technology Center Project 
Lead a national evaluation of the Americorps*VISTA Community Technology 
Center Project.  Required an in-depth analysis of program budget, staffing, 
training, participant use, etc.   
 

2001: Consultant—NetFutures 
Conducted research on workforce development issues facing low-income 
residents in the S.F. Bay Area that later was turned into a report for the Regional 
Technology Alliance.  
 

April 2000- Consultant—Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), National Office 
May 2001: Helped develop LISC’s information technology and workforce development 

strategy through their Knowledge Sharing Initiative (KSI).    
 
2000-2002: Instructor—MIT Department of Urban Studies and Planning 

Introductory course for masters level students on planning and institutional 
processes.   

 
January 2000- Researcher—Center for Reflective Community Practice, MIT   
2002:                Conducted research on the technological capacity of organizations and urban  

communities. 
 
August 1999- International Journal of Urban and Regional Research (IJURR) 
June 2000: Assistant to the book review editor.   
 
Summer 1999 Summer Research Associate—PolicyLink  
and 2000: Conducted research on the digital divide and workforce development.  Examined 

policies and programs that help provide low-income individuals with access to 
information technology and computer skills training.  
      

August 1997- Research Fellow-Institute of Urban and Regional Development, U.C. Berkeley  
May 1999: HUD Community Development Work-Study Fellow at the Institute of Urban and 

Regional Development.  Researcher on a project trying to alleviate poverty and 
homelessness throughout Berkeley and Oakland, California.   

 
January 1997- Program Director—Stiles Hall, Berkeley, CA.  (Full time) 
May  1997: Supervised youth volunteer outreach programs throughout Oakland, Berkeley, 

Richmond, and Napa Valley.  Assisted in program planning, public relations, and 
fund raising. 

 
Summer 1996:  Leadership Alliance Summer Research Program—Brown University 

Research in the history department concerning mortality and its effects on 
African American families.     

 
Summer 1995: Minority Summer Research Exchange Program—Yale University 
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Research in social psychology concerning gender discrimination and self-
derogating attitudes. 

Publications/Reports 
 
“Metropolitan Fragmentation and Health Disparities:  Is There a Link?” with George Kaplan and 

 Nalini Ranjit.  2008.  In preparation.   
 
“Built Environment and Obesity in Underserved Populations” with Gina S. Lovasi and Kathrine  

A. Neckerman.  2008.  In preparation.   
 
“The Importance of Structural Factors and Place in Driving Urban Health Disparities” with  

Sacoby Wilson and Mahasin Mujahid. 2008.  Journal of Urban Affairs Review.  Under  
review. 

 
“How Planning and Zoning Contribute to Inequitable Development, Neighborhood Health, and 

 Environmental (In)Justice” with Mahasin Mujahid and Sacoby Wilson. 2008. 
    Environmental Justice.  Under review.     
 
“The Role of Community-Based Strategies in Addressing Metropolitan Segregation and Racial  

Health Disparities” with Sacoby Wilson.  2008.  forthcoming (Vol. 39, No. 3) of  
Community Development: Journal of the Community Development Society.   

 
"A Workforce Development Triad:  Federal Education Tax Credits, Community-Based  

Organizations, and Community Colleges,"  with Victoria Choitz.  Annie E. Casey 
 Foundation.  Baltimore, Maryland.  December 2006.   
  
"Higher Learning: Knowledge Economies Drive Partnerships between Chambers and  
 University."  with Erin Flynn.  Chamber Executive: Economic & Community  
 Development Issue.  Vol. 32, No.6.  November/December 2005.   
 
"Who Cares? Examining Greater Washington’s Healthcare Workforce." with Victoria 

Choitz.  Greater Washington Board of Trade.  Washington, D.C.  2005.   
 
"Metropolitan Leadership Network Study:  An Analysis of Ottawa and Toronto’s  

Business-led Civic Institutions."  Ontario Ministry of Economic Development and  
Trade:  Urban Economic Development Branch.  Ontario, Canada.  2004 

 
"Minding Their Civic Business: A Look at the New Ways Regional Business-Civic  
 Organizations are Making a Difference in Metropolitan North America." with 

Stephen Michon and Lee Yonish.  FutureWorks.  Arlington, MA.  2004.   
 
"CTC AmericCorps Vista Project Assessment Report." with Richard O’Bryant. Boston, 

MA:  University of Massachusetts, Boston, MA.  2002  
 
"Workforce Development Institutions for Adult Low-Skilled Workers."  Projections. 

MIT Student Journal of Planning. Volume 2, Spring 2001.  Cambridge, MA.    
 
"Summary of Community-based Internships with Homelessness Programs in Berkeley."   
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University of California, Institute of Urban and Regional Development. Working 
Paper 98-10.  Berkeley, CA. 1998. 

Honors, Fellowships, and Awards 
 
2008: Science, Technology, and Society Visiting Scholar (Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology) 
 
2007:  Science, Technology, and Society Visiting Scholar (Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology) 
 
2006-2008: Robert Wood Johnson Health & Society Scholar (location: University of 

Michigan) 
 
2002:  Harold Horowitz Student Research Grant  
 
2002:  MIT Industrial Performance Center Pre-Dissertation Grant 
 
2001: Guest Scholar, The Aspen Institute, Communications and Society Program 
 
2000-2002: Fellowship: MIT Department of Urban Studies and Planning 
 
1999-2000: Fellowship: MIT Presidential Graduate Award  
 
1997-1999: Fellowship: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
 
1996:  Human Corps Award for Outstanding Community Service  

(U.C. Berkeley Chancellor’s Advisory Committee) 
 
1996:  Alpha Kappa Delta Honor Society (International Sociology Honor Society) 
 
1996:  Mellon Fellowship-Brown University 
 
1995:   Mellon Fellowship-Yale University 
 
 
Teaching Experience 
 
Spring 2007: Visiting Scholar/Teaching Assistant, Program in Science, Technology, and 

Society Seminar: Communication Technology, Media, and Power: Local and 
Global; Graduate Course.  Massachusetts Institute of Technology.   

 
 
Spring 2006:    Teaching Assistant, Program in Science, Technology, and Society Seminar: The 

Mobile Network Society: Space, Time, Culture, and Politics; Graduate Course.   
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.    

 
Spring 2005: Teaching Assistant, Program in Science, Technology, and Society Seminar: 

Information Technology, Society, and the City; Graduate Course. Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.   
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Winter 2004:  Teaching Assistant, Program in Science, Technology, and Society Seminar: 

Information Technology and Society; Graduate Course. Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 

 
Fall 2001:   Teaching Instructor, Dept. Urban Studies and Planning 11.200, Planning and 

Institutional Processes; Graduate Course.  Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.     

 
 
Fall 2000: Teaching Instructor, Dept. of Urban Studies and Planning 11.200, Planning and 

Institutional Processes; Graduate Course. Massachusetts Institute of Technology.   
 

 
 
 
Conferences and Presentations 
 
Industrial Land Symposium, Center for Community Innovation, Department of City and 
Regional Planning, University of California at Berkeley.  Presenter.  November 30, 2007.  
 
Symposium on Cities and Schools, Center for Cities and Schools, Department of City and 
Regional Planning, University of California at Berkeley.  Moderator.  November 28, 
2007. 
 
Metropolitan Fragmentation and Health Disparities.  Presentation.  Association of the 
Collegiate Schools of Planning.  Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  October 20, 2007.   
 
Metropolitan Fragmentation and Health Disparities.  Presentation.  Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation Health & Society Scholars Annual Meeting.  Itasca, Il.  May 3, 
2007.   
 
Urban Planning and Health.  Guest Lecture. College of Architecture and Urban 
Planning,  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. Nov. 15, 2006.    
 
Integrating and Developing Immigrants into the Workforce (National Roundtable): 
Institute for Work and the Economy, Northern Illinois University.  Invited to participate 
in national roundtable on integrating and developing immigrants into the workforce.  
Discussed findings from my dissertation research.  Naperville, IL.  Nov. 1-2, 2005.   
 
2005 American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA) National 
Convention and Exhibit.  Presenting findings from a study conducted in the Greater 
Washington, D.C. region that analyzed the areas healthcare industry and workforce.  San 
Diego, CA.  October 17, 2005.   
  
Alliance for Regional Stewardship: National Forum on Regional Stewardship.  Presented 
preliminary findings from my dissertation research and from Greater Washington on the 
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role of workforce intermediaries in helping low-skilled workers obtain jobs and advance 
along a career ladder/lattice within the health care sector.  Washington, D.C.  May 2005.   
 
2005 MetroBusinessNet Annual Convening.  Presented preliminary findings from my 
dissertation research on the role of workforce intermediaries in helping low-skilled 
workers obtain jobs and advance along a career ladder/lattice within the health care 
sector.  Miami, FL.  February 2005.    
 
Canadian Urban Institute: Roundtable Breakfast Seminar.  Presented findings from my 
research on the roles of the business sector in promoting economic development and 
competitiveness in Canada and the United States to all the deputy ministers of Ontario 
(including deputy ministers of transport, social development, labour and housing, 
economic development, human resources and skill development, etc.).  Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada.  January 27, 2005.     
 
Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, Provincial Government of Ontario, 
Canada.  Presented findings from my research on the roles of the business sector in 
promoting economic development and competitiveness in Canada and the United States 
to all the deputy ministers of Ontario (including deputy ministers of transportation, 
housing, economic development, social inclusion, etc.).  Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  
January 26, 2005.     
 
Alliance for Regional Stewardship Conference: National Forum on Regional 
Stewardship.  Presented findings from a U.S. and Canada wide research study on 
business-civic organizations and their role in the regional economy.   Salt Lake City, UT.  
November 2004.   
 
Information Technology and Community Development.  Invited to a special meeting to 
present my research with other MIT scholars to former Vice President Al Gore.  
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA.  November 2001. 
 
Making Places Through Information Technology.  Presented research on my current 
article in Projections: MIT Student Journal of Planning.  Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge, MA.  November 2001. 
 
Aspen Institute’s 16th Annual Communications and Society Conference.  Invited as the 
2001 Guest Scholar.  Aspen Institute; Aspen, CO.  August 2001. 
 
Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) National Staff Meeting.  Moderator of panel 
on information technology and community development.  Philadelphia, PA.  April 2001.   
 
Community-based Regionalism Conference.  A national meeting to discuss issues 
surrounding regionalism and community development.  Oakland, CA.  June 1999. 
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Public Health and Urban Planning Conference.  Participant in a conference discussing 
public health and planning issues relevant to New York City.  Hunter College; New 
York, NY.  September 1998.   
 
1996 Leadership Alliance Symposium. As a Leadership Alliance Program Summer 
Fellow at Brown University, I presented research on causes of morbidity and mortality 
among African American families.  Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 
MA.  July 1996.   
 
1995 Leadership Alliance Symposium.  As a Mellon Fellow at Yale University presented 
research on affirmative action and self-derogating attitudes among minority populations.  
University of Maryland, College Park, MD.  July 1995. 
 
 
Advisory Roles/Board of Directors/Affiliations  
 
Advisory Committee:  The Opportunity Agenda.  2008-Present. 
 
Member of the Advisory Board:  Center for Cities and Schools, Department of City and 
Regional Planning, University of California at Berkeley.  2008-Present. 
 
Faculty Affiliation:  Center for Community Innovation, Department of City and Regional 
Planning, University of California at Berkeley.  2008-Present.    
 
 
Professional Memberships 
 
Member American Planning Association (APA) 
 
Member American Public Health Association (APHA) 
 
Member Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP) 
 
Member of the International Economic Development Council (IEDC).   
 
 


